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THE SUNDAY OF ALL SAINTS 
St. Luke, Archbishop of Crimea  

 
 Numberless and vast as the sands of the great Sahara 
and Gobi deserts, they are our contemporaries and those 
who lived before us. Who are they? What were lives 
like? What do we see in their souls? If we could see what 
is too vast to see, then we would see that the great major-
ity of mankind consists of those who in Holy Scripture 
are called ñpeoples of the earthò. Why are they called by 
that name? Because the most important goals in their 
lives, and their main strivings, are directed toward the  
acquisition of earthly good things, those good things that 
they can receive from material nature. 
 They are either not spiritual at all, or their spiritual 
life is not deep! They either do not believe at all in the 
spiritual world, or they give it little attention. 
 Such are the peoples of the earth, such are the people 
who are emotional, but not spiritual. 

 These are the main masses of all mankind. But with fear and pain of soul we see on humanityôs left flank people who 
are incomparably worse and even terrible. We see human beasts, human predators, human monsters and even human devils. 
But on the right flank of the peoples of the earth we see the light and glory of the human race, those blessed and divinely 
graced people, whom the great St. John the Theologian calls children of God and friends of Christ. 
 With reverent awe we see the great hosts of the saints, shining in the darkness of the world like Godôs bright stars 
against a dark sky. We see the hosts of prophets and apostles, great holy hierarchs and pastors who preached and lived the 
Gospel of Christ. 
 We see the great hosts of holy martyrs, monastic saints and anchorites, and even people who are like angels of God. 
What made them saints and completely unlike the peoples of the earth? We can learn this from the very profound words of 
the apostle Paulðwords that no one before him could say. 
 The awesomeness and boundless glory of the Cross of Christ so shook his soul that he forgot about the whole world and 
said, The cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, by whom the world is crucified unto me, and I unto the worldéò and, I am  
crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me (Gal. 6:14; 2:20). These sacred words could be 
spoken by all the great saints. Faith in the Lord Jesus Christ and love for Him burned like a bright flame in the hearts of the 
holy martyrs and gave them the strength to endure horrifying tortures and terrible deaths. 
 The world lost its attraction for the great monastic saints and anchorites; the world was crucified to them. 
They could no longer bear to remain amongst people who are capable of such an immeasurable crime as crucifying the  
Savior of the world, the Son of God, on the Cross; and so they departed into uninhabited deserts and impassible forests in 
order to live there in inseparable prayerful communion with God. 
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2026 Parish Council 
Fr. Panagiotis Kostoulas 

Katia Lappas, President; Maria Humphrey, Vice  
President; Soula Marcou, Secretary; Gus Harris,  
Treasurer, Link Saunders, Assistant Treasurer 
Stella Afentoullis, Edward Charbek, Bill Goranitis 
James Hoekel, Eugenia Kardaris, Amy Kirkou,  
Soula Marcou, Samia Rabie, Peter Raptakis  

Paul Sarris, Greg Simos 

Pastoral Ministries 
Acolytes 
  Steve Sarris  
  Jim Sioumcas 
  Christos Tsiaklides 
 
 

Call-a-Ride 
  Jim Hoekel 
 

Catechism Instructor 
  Greg Heckenberg 
 

Chanters 
    John Nicholas 
    Menas Nicholas 
    Gus Antonopoulos 
 

Choir 
  Stephanie Saunders 
 
 

Greek School 
  Savas Kyramarios 
 

Greek Dancers  
 Kyklos & Armonia  
  Stella Afentoullis 
 Ta Paidakia, Neo Kyma 
  Aliki Malek 
 

GOYA (9th -12th Grade) 
  Dimitrios Sioumcas 
 

HOPE/JOY (Infant- 4th 
Grade) 
  Claire Schuchardt 
  Rebecca Azkoul 
  Kristen Prufrock 
 

Jr. GOYA (5th - 8th 
Grades) 
  Molly Heckenberg 
   

Kafenio 
  Art Liyeos 
 

Orthodox Faith & Life 
  Dr. Farid & Anna Sadaka 
 

Philoptochos 
  Sonia Zamanou 
 

Prison Ministry 
  Bill Goranitis 
 

Sunday School 
  Soula Marcou 
 

Womenôs Book Study 
  Presvytera Laura Morton 

 
Committees 

Capital Campaign 
  Amy Kirkou 
 

Greek Festival 
  Greg Simos 
 

Phase III 
 
Planned Giving  
Committee 
  Amy Johnson 
 

Cemetery 
  James Hoekel 
 

Finance 
  James Cawood 
 

Health 
  Dr. Eugenia Kardaris  
 

Hellenic Events 
  Dr. Eugenia Kardaris 
 

Insurance 
  Carol Marshall 
 

IT/Phone/Internet 
  Steve Sarris 
 

Landscaping 
  Dr. Nicholas & Julie  
  Poulos 
 

Maintenance/Facilities 
  Scott Thompson  
 

Scholarships 
  Samia Rabie 
 

Stewardship 
  Michael Afentoullis 
 

Safety and Security 
  Link Saunders 
  Bill Goranitis 
   

Youth Protection 
  Soula Marcou 

 Their prayer was deep as the sea, and poured out  
ceaselessly day and night. 
 Our great St. Seraphim of Sarov prayed a thousand days 
and nights in the forest on a flat stone. St. Arsenius the Great 
stood from evening till morning with arms upstretched to  
heaven in the desert, praying for the whole world. And the 
power of prayer of St. Mary of Egypt exceeded even his. 
 We could go on much longer about the other great ascetics 
of whom the world is not worthy. 
 On this first Sunday after Pentecost, the Holy Church  
celebrates the memory of all the saints. Why was this feast  
established? There are many names in the calendar of saintsð
around 2000[1] names; but it canôt be that there are so few 
saints. Of course there are more, infinitely more. 
 In the seventh chapter of the Revelations of St. John the 
Theologian we read, After this I beheld, and, lo, a great  
multitude, which no man could number, of all nations, and  
kindreds, and people, and tongues, stood before the throne, and 
before the Lamb, clothed with white robes, and palms in their 
handsé These are they which came out of great tribulation, 
and have washed their robes, and made them white in the blood 
of the Lamb (Rev. 7:9, 14). 
 A vast and countless multitude of saints was shown to St. 
John the Theologian in this vision, and not just the 2000 saints 
whose names we read in the calendar. 
 With God are an enormous multitude of saints, for the sake 
of whose salvation the Pre-eternal Son of God, the Savior of the 
world, came down to earth and was incarnate of the Most Holy 
Virgin Mary. 
 Only an insignificant number of saints have been canonized 
by the Church. But the whole enormous multitude of other 
saints are known only to God, about Whom we say that He is 
the only One Who sees our hearts, ñthe only knower of heartsò. 
In His all-seeing eyes, ordinary and poor people, who are  
utterly insignificant to the world and even disdained and  
persecuted by the world are great and precious, and the world 
really isnôt worthy of them. The Church dedicates this first 
Sunday after Pentecost to the memory of all the saintsðthose 
who are known to the Church, and those who are known only 
to God. 
 Great and holy is this day, and it behooves us to honor it at 
least through our hymns of prayer, and to pray to all the saints 
for their intercession before God for us, so that we sinners 
might also stand, if only in the very last ranks, with those 
whom the Lord has vouchsafed to call His children; those who 
have been born again, not of the will of the flesh, nor of the will 
of man (Jn. 1:13), but of God Himself and the measureless 
power of Christôs Gospel. 
 
May it be so for all of us! Amen. 
https://orthochristian.com/122004.html 

https://orthochristian.com/122004.html#_ftn1
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Name the Goslings 
 

 If you didnôt know, we had geese, lovingly named 
Gertrude and Gary, nesting on the property. Shortly after 
Pascha the goslings hatched and Gertrude and Gary 
packed up the family and moved on. Though there were 
days when they were nothing but trouble, we are glad we 
could help them reach this point. But, wait, three little 
nameless geese needed names. So we decided to leave it 
up to the Sunday School students to name them.  They  
really enjoyed the opportunity and 35 students participated 
from pre-school to high school.  
 The entries were judged by Celine Khashram and  
Anthony Sieckmann. They said it wasnôt easy with so may 
good names. 
 At the end of Sunday School graduation, held on  
Sunday, May 17, 2026, the winners were announced. 
Three winners, one for each goose:  
 

Leo Azkoul for French Fry 
Gabe Heckenberg for Quakers 
Sophie Saunders for Greta 

 
 Thank you to Soula Marcou, Sunday School Director, 
the judges, Celine & Anthony and all the good sports who 
participated. We hope the geese live long and safe lives 
away from the church. 
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Important 
 

Please inform either Fr. Panagiotis or the church office  
immediately when you or any member of your family is 
sick or hospitalized, so that appropriate prayer and  
visitation may be scheduled. Hospitals do not notify clergy 
of patients, even if you list yourself as a Church member. 

Memorials/Trisagia 
May 17 
1 year memorial Joanna Khoury , mother of Jamille 
(Ranier) Bellone 
5 year memorial Dean Kases, husband of Irene Kases,  
father of Anthoula (Curt) Schuchadrt, Maria (Phil)  
Schreiber, Dean (Marilyn) Kases, Laurie (Tony) 
Zafiropoulos. 
1 year memorial Helen Kappaz, mother of Kay (Duane) 
Johnson 
2 year memorial Nick Kappaz, brother of Kay (Duane) 
Johnson 
4 year memorial Suzy Kappaz, sister of Kay (Duane) 
Johnson 
32 year memorial George Kappaz, father of Kay (Duane) 
Johnson 
 

June 7 
40 day memorial Spiro Mellos, husband of George 
Mellos, father of Cassiani Mellos and Anthoula Mellos; 
6 month memorial Basil Lambos, husband of Aristea 
Lambos, father of  
4 year memorial Stavros Afentoullis, husband of  
Eleftheria Afentoullis, father of Yvonne (Jim)  
Alexopoulos, Maria (Jim) Humphrey, and Michael (Stella) 
Afentoullis 
 

June 14 
1 year memorial Chris Christ, father of Catherine 
(Stafford) Manion , Michael (Leslie) Christ and Barbara 
(Jason) Pulos  
 
July 5 
3 year memorial Gabi Khashram, father of Zaid Khashram 
and Celine Khashram 
 

July 12 
1 year memorial Yanoula Harris, mother of Agnes (Sam) 
Antonas and Dora (Mehdi) Raoof-Malayeri 
 

July 19 
1 year memorial James Bates, husband of Eleni Bates, 
father of John (Sarah) Rendulic and Vickie Ploesser 
 

September 20 
22 year memorial for Eleni Konakis, mother of Koula 
(John) Psara, Maria (George) Xenos, sister of Dina Stratos 
55 year memorial for Minas Psara, brother of John 
(Koula) Psara and Dina (Gus) Iakovidis 

Community News 

Funerals 
Spyridon Thomas Mellos fell asleep in the Lord on  
April 18, 2026. The funeral was Tuesday, April 21 with 
interment at St. Matthew Cemetery  
 
Joseph DôAngelo fell asleep in the Lord on April 29. The 
funeral was Friday, May 8 with interment at St. Matthew 
Cemetery 

Baptisms 
Basil Paisios Schuchardt son of Daniel and Clare Schu-
chardt was baptize on Saturday, May 26. His Godparents 
are Ethan Heckenberg and Diane Sieckmann 
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ƚƣĲƖċťŔċШ 
љxŔƣƣũĲШÉƣċƖƚњ 
]ƖĲĲťШ?ċŰĦĲ 
ШìŸƖťƚőŸƓƚ 

Join Us for a fun, 
 interactive Greek 
Dancing and musical 

Experience! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Who: Ages 3-5 years old (a parent must be present for each child 
through entire workshop) 
 
Where: Assumption Philoptochos Room 
 
We invite your little ones to Asterakia ñLittle Starsò, an  
interactive workshop designed just for ages 3-5! Come dance, 
laugh, and celebrate Greek culture, dancing, and music with us. 
No prior experience requiredðjust bring your energy and be 
ready for fun! 
 

Reserve your spot today by calling:  
Aliki Malek 

Hosted by Dance Groups of the 
Assumption Greek Orthodox Church 
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Sunday School Graduation 
 Sunday, May 17 was Sunday School 
Graduation. Fr. Panagiotis thanked Soula 
Marcou and Carol Marshall for their time and 
dedication to Sunday School.  
 It was a very full day. We thanked all the 
teachers and each student received a  
certificate.  They all passed! 
 All the youth volunteers were recognized 
for their dedication to helping and supporting 
our youth.  
 We also presented the Assumption 
Scholarship to Stephan Shekas and Stavros 
Afentoullis. 
 Stephan graduated from St. John Vianny 
and will attend St. Louis Country Community 
College where he will continue to work on 
his associate degree in business management 
after which time he hopes to pursue a  
bachelor of science degree in business. He 
owned his own landscaping  business since 
6th grade. 
 Stavros Afentoullis graduated from  
Westminster Christian Academy and will 
attend Kansas University in Lawrence, Kanas 
where he plans to major in business to  
develop strategic thinking, strengthen,  
communication skills and build meaningful 
connections with networking  


