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One Eye, One Master, One Kingdom 
A sermon on Matthew 6:22–33 

 
Beloved brothers and sisters in Christ, 
 Today the Lord gives us one of the clearest and most searching teachings in the Gospel. He speaks to us about the eye, 
about the heart, about anxiety, about money, about trust, and finally about the Kingdom of God. 
"The eye is the lamp of the body," He says. "So, if your eye is sound, your whole body will be full of light." 
Christ is not only speaking about physical sight. He is speaking about the inner eye of the soul, the vision of the heart.  
Because the way we see determines the way we live. 
 If the eye of the soul is clear, everything begins to be filled with light. We see God as Father. We see our neighbor as a 
brother or sister. We see the Church not as an organization to control, but as the Body of Christ to serve. 
 But if the eye is not clear, even the things that should be full of light can become darkened. We may look at the same 
person and no longer see a brother, but a rival. We may look at the same parish and no longer see the Body of Christ, but a 
place of anxiety, suspicion, or personal interest. 
And this is why Christ continues: "No one can serve two masters… You cannot serve God and mammon." 
 Mammon means wealth, possessions, earthly security. The things we are tempted to trust more than God. But behind 
mammon there is something deeper: the divided heart. The human heart cannot have two centers. We cannot serve Christ 
and at the same time serve control. We cannot serve the unity of the Church and at the same time serve personal ambition. 
We cannot seek the Kingdom of God and at the same time build small kingdoms of our own. 
 This is true for each one of us personally. And it is true for every parish. A parish does not become one simply because 
people sit in the same church, attend the same meetings, or gather under the same roof. A parish becomes one when its eye 
becomes one. When its vision is clear, when its heart is no longer  
divided, when its first concern is not fear, reputation, control, or personal preference, but the Kingdom of God. 
 This is why honesty matters. This is why humility matters. This is why transparency matters. These are not just good 
manners. They are spiritual necessities. 
 When there is honesty, there is light. When there is humility, there is room for grace. When there is transparency, trust 
can grow. When there is trust, people can walk together. 
 But when there are hidden motives, suspicion, or a desire to control, darkness enters quietly. Conversations become  
difficult. Decisions become threatening. Differences become divisions. People begin to protect themselves instead of  
offering themselves. 
 The Lord's words are very serious: "If then the light in you is darkness, how great is the darkness!" 
 The greatest danger is not always obvious evil. Sometimes the greatest danger is when something dark begins to appear 
to us as light. When pride calls itself responsibility. When control calls itself order. When fear calls itself prudence. When 
stubbornness calls itself faithfulness. When gossip calls itself concern. When division calls itself truth. 
 The Gospel calls all of us to examine ourselves, beginning with me. It does not allow any of us to stand above the word 
of Christ and apply it only to others. Each of us must ask: How am I seeing? Is my eye clear? Is my heart undivided? Then 
Christ turns to anxiety. "Do not be anxious about your life," He says, what you will eat, what you will wear. He knows our 
needs are real. He is not asking us to be irresponsible. But He is teaching us that anxiety must not become our master,  
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because anxiety changes the way we see. It makes the eye dark. 
It makes us believe there is not enough. Not enough trust, not 
enough goodwill, not enough room for one another. Look at the 
birds of the air; look at the lilies of the field. They do not live 
by fear, and your heavenly Father feeds them. You are worth 
more than they are. 
 This brings us to the center of today's Gospel: "Seek first 
the Kingdom of God and His righteousness." 
Not second. Not after every problem is solved. Not after every 
disagreement ends.  
 First. Seeking the Kingdom first does not mean every  
difficulty disappears, or that everyone suddenly agrees. The 
Church is not united because everyone shares the same opinion. 
The Church is united because everyone is called to face the 
same Lord. Unity does not mean there are no differences — it 
means our differences are brought under Christ. It means we 
can speak honestly without destroying one another, disagree 
without becoming enemies, repent when we are wrong, forgive 
when we are hurt, and continue walking together because the 
destination is greater than our personal preferences. 
 A parish is united not when everyone gets their way, but 
when everyone seeks first the Kingdom of God. This is the 
common road, the common vision: not my kingdom, not your 
kingdom, not the kingdom of fear or control or personalities, 
but the Kingdom of God. And this is where true freedom be-
gins. When Christ is first, we do not need to hide. We do not 
need to win every argument. We can serve without needing to 
possess. We can let the light enter. 
 "Your heavenly Father knows that you need them all." This 
is one of the most tender lines in the Gospel. Before we panic, 
He knows. Before we plan, He knows. The Church belongs to 
Him before it belongs to us. Our calling is not to carry the 
Church as if Christ has abandoned it, but to be faithful within 
the Church that Christ Himself carries. 
 So here is what I am asking of each of us this week: not a 
program, not a meeting, just this. 
 First: before you examine anyone else's eye, examine your 
own. Each morning this week, ask honestly: where is my vision 
clouded? Where have I let fear, pride, or control disguise itself 
as something else? 
 Second: if you have something honest to say to someone, 
say it to that person, in love. Not to three other people first. One 
honest, charitable conversation does more to heal a parish than 
a hundred conversations held about someone instead of with 
them. 
 Third: pray by name, this week, for someone you have 
found it hard to trust. Not that they would change to suit you, 
but that both of you would see more clearly. 
These are small things. But the eye that is healed becomes 
whole one act of honesty at a time. 
 May our parish be such a community: not perfect, not  
without struggles, but full of people willing to seek first the 
Kingdom of God. Where truth is spoken with love, where the 
eye is clear, the heart is undivided, and the road before us leads 
always toward Christ. Because where Christ is first, there is 
light. And where there is light, there is unity. And where there 
is unity in Christ, the parish becomes what it is called to be: not 
simply a place we attend, but a living icon of the Kingdom of 
God. 
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Memorials/Trisagia 
 

June 14 
1 year memorial Chris Christ, father of Catherine 
(Stafford) Manion , Michael (Leslie) Christ and Barbara 
(Jason) Pulos  
 
June 15 
8 year memorial Mike Labis, husband of Oksana Baysuk 
 
July 5 
4 year memorial Gabi Khashram, father of Zaid Khashram 
and Celine Khasharm 
 

5 year memorial Dr. Dr. Aristomanis Poulos, father of Dr. 
Nicholas (Julie) Poulos 
 
July 12 
40 day memorial Petros Makos, father of  Stephanie 
(Robert) Varner, brother of brother of Vasilios(Hrisoula) 
Makos, Eleni Karagiannis, Panagiotis (Kathy) Makos, 
Georgia Mellos, Athanasias Makos, and Kaliope (Gus) 
Patakis     
 

17 years memorial Hristos Makos, father of  Vasilios 
(Hrisoula) Makos, Eleni Karagiannis, Panagiotis (Cathy) 
Makos, Georgia Mellos, Athanasias Makos, and Kaliope 
(Gus) Patakis     
 

1 year memorial Yanoula Harris, mother of Agnes (Sam) 
Antonas and Dora (Mehdi) Raoof-Malayeri 
 
July 19 
1 year memorial James Bates, husband of Eleni Bates, 
father of John (Sarah) Rendulic and Vickie Ploesser 
 
July 26 
6 year memorial Theodore Azkoul, uncle of Aaron 
(Rebecca) Azkoul 
 

August 9 
40 day memorial Panagiotis “Pete” Tsevis, husband of 
Phyllis Tsevis, father of Chris (the late Rose) Tsevis,  
Vicki (Daniel) Clemens, Stephanie (the late Marc)  
Johnson and Athena (Scott) Pauly, brother of Kathy (Pete) 
Makos 
 

6 month  Stavros “Steven” Leon, husband of Beverly Le-
on, father of Christopher (Devon)  Mowry, Maria Leon 
and Cassiani Leon 
 
September 20 
22 year memorial for Eleni Konakis, mother of Koula 
(John) Psara, Maria (George) Xenos, sister of Dina Stratos 
55 year memorial for Minas Psara, brother of John 
(Koula) Psara and Dina (Gus) Iakovidis 

Community News Funerals 
Petros Makos  fell asleep in the Lord on May 28, 2026. 
The funeral was Tuesday, June 2, 2026 with interment at 
St. Matthew Cemetery. May his memory be eternal 
 

Pete Tsevis fell asleep in the Lord on July 4, 2026.  The 
funeral was Tuesday, July 14, 2026 with interment at St. 
Matthew Cemetery.  May his memory be eternal.  
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Pan-Orthodox Picnic (POP)  
 
 On June 6th, Mission Team St. Louis hosted its first  
Pan-Orthodox fellowship event at Willmore Park. This 
event was something the Mission Team wanted to do in  
addition to our yearly benefit dinner to help grow the 
local Orthodox community. The Mission Team's main 
goal has always been to help provide for our brothers 
and sisters in Christ, across the world, who are in need, 
but the mission here at home should not be overlooked 
either! Roughly thirty people from both Illinois and 
Missouri attended, and over 5 parishes were represented 
there! The event was a success, and the general  
sentiment among the attendees was that it was  
wonderful to be able to meet and connect with so many 
people who share the faith. Glory to God! God  
willing, the Mission Team plans to host another  
fellowship event next year, and we hope even more 
people attend and meet more of our local family!  
 Mission Team St. Louis is a group of Orthodox  
Christians committed to promoting and supporting  
mission work of the Church globally. Want to grow in 
your faith, learn about missions, and serve others?  
Consider joining Mission Team St. Louis to help us 
grow opportunities that educate and support missions. 
For questions or to learn more, contact us at  
missionteamstl@gmail.com. 
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Vacation Church School 2026 

This year vacation church school was held June 22 - 26, 2026. Throughout Vacation Church School, our children  
discovered that the Church is a Hospital for the Soul, where Christ, the True Physician, heals us through His love and grace. 
They learned that pray, the Holy Mysteries, Holy Scripture, and the lives of the saints are God’s gifts for healing our hearts 
and drawing us closer to Him. As they grew in the faith through worship, learning, service, music and play they were  
encouraged to become “healing helpers” sharing Christ’s mercy, compassion and love with the world around them.  
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Dear Assumption Community, 
 

 As we prepare for another exciting school year, we  
encourage you to submit your Greek School registration by 
August 15th. Early registration allows us to organize  
classes, prepare materials, and plan for a successful 
year. Our first day of classes is scheduled for September 
8th.  
 Our classes are open to everyone—Greek and non-
Greek, children and adults—who are interested in learning 
the Greek language, building friendships, and becoming 
part of our vibrant community. Each class provides an hour 
and fifteen minutes of engaging instruction that fosters  
language, culture, and connection. 
 We are sincerely grateful for the love, encouragement, 
and support you have shown our Greek School throughout 
the years. We look forward to welcoming both returning 
and new students for another wonderful year of learning 
together! 
 
Sincerely,  
Greek School Staff   

Dormition of St. Anna  
Commemorated on July 25 

 

 Saint Anna 
descended from 
the tribe of Levi, 
and was the 
daughter of  
Mathan the priest 
and his wife  
Maria. Mathan 
served as a priest 
during the reign of 
Cleopatra, before 
the reign of Herod 
the son of  
Antipas. He had 
three daughters: 
Maria, Sobe and 
Anna. 
 Sobe also was 
married in  

Bethlehem and gave birth to Elizabeth, the mother of John 
the Baptist. It is by this relation that Jesus Christ was a 
second cousin of John the Baptist. 
 Anna was married in Galilee to Joachim, but the  
elderly couple were barren and unable to bear a child. St 
Joachim took his flocks and went to a high mountain,  
refusing to return home in shame. Meanwhile, St Anna 
prayed in her garden.  
 God then sent the Archangel Gabriel to each of them, 
who gave them tidings of the birth of “a daughter most 
blessed, by whom all the nations of the earth will be 
blessed, and through whom will come the salvation of the 
world.” 
 Having given birth to Mary the Theotokos, Saint  
Anna dedicated her to the Temple of God, as a clean and 
pure gift.  
 After passing the rest of her life in fasting and prayer 
and giving alms to the poor, Saint Anna departed to the 
Lord peacefully at age 79, prior to the Annunciation to the 
Theotokos by the Archangel Gabriel.  
 During the reign of Saint Justinian the Emperor (527-
565), a church was built in her honor at Deutera. Emperor 
Justinian II (685-695; 705-711) restored her church, since 
Saint Anna had appeared to his pregnant wife. It was at 
this time that her body and maphorion (veil) were  
transferred to Constantinople. 
 Portions of Saint Anna’s holy relics may be found on 
Mount Athos: Stavronikita Monastery (part of her left 
hand), Saint Anna’s Skete (part of her incorrupt left foot), 
Koutloumousiou Monastery (part of her incorrupt right 
foot). Fragments of her relics may also be found in her 
Monastery at Lygaria, Lamia, and in the Monastery of 
Saint John the Theologian at Sourota. Part of the saint’s 
incorrupt flesh is in the collection of Saints’ relics of the 
International Catholic Crusaders. The church of Saint 
Paul Outside the Walls in Rome has one of the saint’s 
wrists. 
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Asterakia  
“Little Stars” 
Greek Dance 
 Workshops 

Join Us for a fun, 
 interactive Greek Dancing and musical experience! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Who: Ages 3-5 years old (a parent must be present for each child through entire workshop) 

*Prospective dancers entering kindergarten in the fall should attend 

Where: Assumption Philoptochos Room  

When: Sunday, August 30th 11:30-12:30 PM 

We invite your little ones to Asterakia “Little Stars”, an interactive workshop designed just for ages 3-5! Come 

dance, laugh, and celebrate Greek culture, dancing, and music with us. No prior experience required—just bring 

your energy and be ready for fun! 

 
 

Reserve your spot today by emailing office@assumptiongoc.org or  
registering with Aliki Malek during coffee hour.  
 
 
 
 

Hosted by Dance Groups of the 
Assumption Greek Orthodox Church 
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“With us everything should be secondary compared to our concern with children, and their  

upbringing in the instruction and teaching of the Lord.”  Saint John Chrysostom  

                       

                 Christ ◊ Worship 
                   Faith ◊ Prayer 
                        Community  
 

                        First Day  
                  of Sunday School is 
                    September 13 

 

 


