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Proistamenos 

Important Dates 
 

April 4 
Lazarus Saturday 

 

April 5 
Palm Sunday 

 

April 6 
Holy Monday 

 

April 7 
Holy Tuesday 

 

April 8 
Holy Wednesday 

 

April 9 
Holy Thursday 

 

April 10 
Holy Friday 

 

April 11 
Holy Saturday 

 

April 12 
Holy Pascha 

 

April 17 
Life-Giving Font 

 

April 29 
Apostle Thomas 

 

April 23 
Great Martyr George 

 

April 26 
Myrrh Bearing Women 

 

The Resurrection Beyond Proof 
Fr. Panagiotis Kostoulas 

 
ñAnd He rebuked their unbelief and hardness of heart, because they did not believe 
those who had seen Him after He had risen.ò 

(Mark 16:14) 
 
 In the days after Pascha, the Church does not simply continue a feast. She  
continues to proclaim a truth so great, so final, and so world-changing that it still  
confronts every human heart: Christ is risen. 
 The Resurrection is not merely one miracle among many. It is the miracle that 
stands above every other miracle, because it is the victory over the final enemy of 
man: death itself. For this reason, the Resurrection is not an ornament of Orthodox 
faith; it is its very foundation. If Christ is not risen, then everything collapses. But if 
Christ is risen, then everything is changed. 
 And yet, the Resurrection is not something that fits comfortably within the limits 
of human logic. It is not the natural conclusion of observation, calculation, or proof. It 
breaks into history, but it also surpasses history. It is real, tangible, and absolute. Yet it 
cannot be reduced to the categories by which the modern world tries to control truth. 
Ours is a world that constantly asks for evidence, for verification, for certainty on its 
own terms. But the Resurrection teaches us that faith does not follow the mind as 
though it were its servant. Rather, faith leads, and the mind follows in humility. 
 This does not mean that Christianity is irrational. It means something deeper: that 
the greatest truths of existence cannot always be reached by reason alone. The  
disciples themselves struggled. Even when they heard the testimony of those who had 
seen the Risen Lord, they did not immediately believe. Their hesitation was not  
foreign to us. It is our hesitation as well. We, too, want clarity before surrender, proof 
before trust, certainty before commitment. But the Gospel reveals that the Risen Christ 
comes precisely to hearts such as these, not to flatter their doubt, but to call them  
beyond it. 
 The Resurrection is absolute, but never coercive. It contains certainty, yet it also 
presupposes freedom. God does not force belief, even in the face of the empty tomb. 
He reveals, He invites, He calls, He illumines! But He does not violate the freedom of 
the human person. This is part of the majesty of the Resurrection: it is the ultimate 
truth, and yet it still asks for our free response. 
 And because Christ has trampled down death by death, every other darkness in life 
is also stripped of its final power. This does not mean that suffering disappears, or that 
hardship becomes unreal. It means that no adversity remains ultimate. Fear is no  
longer ultimate. Loss is no longer ultimate. Failure is no longer ultimate. Even death is 
no longer ultimate. If the grave itself has been overthrown, then there is no wound, no 
trial, no sorrow through which God cannot bring life. 
 At the same time, the Resurrection reveals something else that is deeply  
comforting: weakness is not always a disadvantage. In the eyes of the world, power 
belongs to the strong, the self-sufficient, the untouchable. But in the mystery of Christ, 
it is often precisely where man is diminished that the possibility of divine intervention 
is hidden. Where human strength ends, grace begins to show itself. The empty tomb is 
the eternal witness that God works not only through power, but through apparent  
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2026 Parish Council 
Fr. Panagiotis Kostoulas 

Katia Lappas, President; Maria Humphrey, Vice  
President; Soula Marcou, Secretary; Gus Harris,  
Treasurer, Link Saunders, Assistant Treasurer 
Stella Afentoullis, Edward Charbek, Bill Goranitis 
James Hoekel, Eugenia Kardaris, Amy Kirkou,  
Soula Marcou, Samia Rabie, Peter Raptakis  

Paul Sarris, Greg Simos 

Pastoral Ministries 
Acolytes 
  Steve Sarris  
  Jim Sioumcas 
  Christos Tsiaklides 
 
 

Call-a-Ride 
  Jim Hoekel 
 

Catechism Instructor 
  Greg Heckenberg 
 

Chanters 
  Dr. Steve Leon 
  John Nicholas 
 

Choir 
  Stephanie Saunders 
 
 

Greek School 
  Savas Kyramarios 
 

Greek Dancers  
 Kyklos & Armonia  
  Stella Afentoullis 
 Ta Paidakia, Neo Kyma 
  Aliki Malek 
 

GOYA (9th -12th Grade) 
  Dimitrios Sioumcas 
 

HOPE/JOY (Infant- 4th 
Grade) 
  Claire Schuchadt 
  Rebecca Azkoul 
  Kristen Prufrock 
 

Jr. GOYA (5th - 8th 
Grades) 
  Molly Heckenberg 
   

Kafenio 
  Art Liyeos 
 

Orthodox Faith & Life 
  Dr. Farid & Anna Sadaka 
 

Philoptochos 
  Sonia Zamanou 
 

Prison Ministry 
  Bill Goranitis 
 

Sunday School 
  Soula Marcou 
 

Womenôs Book Study 
  Presvytera Laura Morton 

 
Committees 

Capital Campaign 
  Amy Kirkou 
 

Greek Festival 
  Greg Simos 
 

Phase III 
 
Planned Giving  
Committee 
  Amy Johnson 
 

Cemetery 
  James Hoekel 
 

Finance 
  James Cawood 
 

Health 
  Dr. Eugenia Kardaris  
 

Hellenic Events 
  Dr. Eugenia Kardaris 
 

Insurance 
  Carol Marshall 
 

IT/Phone/Internet 
  Steve Sarris 
 

Landscaping 
  Dr. Nicholas & Julie  
  Poulos 
 

Maintenance/Facilities 
  Scott Thompson  
  Charlton Dimitriou 
 

Scholarships 
  Samia Rabie 
 

Stewardship 
  Michael Afentoullis 
 

Safety and Security 
  Link Saunders 
   

Youth Protection 
  Soula Marcou 

defeat; not only through fullness, but through emptiness; not 
only through strength, but through surrender. 
This is why the message of Pascha remains so necessary. The 
Resurrection is not simply about what happened to Christ. It is 
about what becomes possible for all of us in Him. It is the  
overthrow of despair. It is the sanctification of weakness. It is 
the promise that nothing offered to God is ever lost. 
For Christ is risen and that changes everything. 

HOLY PASCHA AND THE PENTECOSTARION 
The Feast of Great and Holy Pascha (Easter), the feast of feasts, 
begins the forty-day celebration of the Resurrection of our Lord and 

Savior Jesus Christ.  
 

Great and Holy Pascha 
April 12 

On the Great and Holy Feast of Pascha, 
Orthodox Christians celebrate the life-
giving Resurrection of our Lord and  
Savior Jesus Christ. This feast of feasts is 
the most significant day in the life of the 
Church. It is a celebration of the defeat of 
death, as neither death itself nor the  
power of the grave could hold our Savior 
captive. In this victory that came through 
the Cross, Christ broke the bondage of 

sin, and through faith offers us restoration, transformation, 
and eternal life. 
 

Second Sunday of Pascha: Thomas Sunday 
April 19 

The Orthodox Church observes the 
Sunday of Thomas one week follow-
ing the celebration of the Sunday of 
Holy Pascha. The day commemorates 
the appearance of Christ to His  
disciples on the evening of the  
Sunday following Passover. It also 
commemorates the appearance of the 
Lord to His disciples eight days later 
when Thomas was present and  
proclaimed "My Lord and my God" 
upon seeing the hands and side of Christ. 
 
Third Sunday of Pascha: Sunday of the Myrrhbearers 

April 26 
The third Sunday of Holy Pascha is 
observed by the Orthodox Church as 
the Sunday of the Holy Myrrhbearers. 
The day commemorates when the 
women disciples of our Lord came to 
the tomb to anoint his body with 
myrrh-oils but found the tomb empty. 
As the woman wondered what this 
meant, angels appeared proclaiming 
that Christ had risen  
from the dead. 

https://www.goarch.org/pascha
https://www.goarch.org/thomas-sunday
https://www.goarch.org/myrrhbearers
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!ƥƥǅŨƌƵŖŷŭ [ƠĬĬŠ ¤ƠƵœŷĢŷǑ 9œǅƠĖœ 

]ŷšǒ èĬĬŠ ǀǚǀƯ ÅĖœĬĢǅšĬ 
 

 

Saturday of Lazarus ï April 4 
8:30 a.m. Orthros 

9:30 a.m. Divine Liturgy 
11:30 a.m. Palm tying, preparing the Church for Palm Sunday and Egg Hunt  

                      All parishioners are invited to help with palm tying. 
 

Palm Sunday ï April 5 
8:30 a.m. Orthros 

9:30 a.m. Divine Liturgy and Sunday School 
12:00 p.m. Palm Sunday Luncheon 
7:00 p.m. Bridegroom Orthros 

 
Holy Monday -April 6 

7:00 p.m. Bridegroom Orthros 
 

Holy Tuesday ï April 7 
7:00 p.m. Bridegroom Orthros with the chanting of the Hymn of Kassiani 

 
Holy Wednesday ï April 8 

Everyone should come and receive the Sacrament of Holy Unction either at the afternoon or at the even-
ing service. This is the sacrament of healing in the Orthodox Church, the healing of body, heart, mind 

and soul. 

4:00 p.m. Holy Unction 
7:00 p.m. Orthros with anointing of Holy Unction  

 
Holy Thursday April 9  
9:00 a.m. Dyeing of Eggs 

9:30 a.m. Vesperal Divine Liturgy (commemorating the Mystical Supper) 

6:30 p.m. Orthros of the Passion (reading of the Twelve Passion Gospels) 

 
Holy Friday ï April 10 

10:00 a.m. Decorating of Epitaphios and preparing the church for Divine Services  
3:00 p.m. Great Vespers of Removal from the Cross (ˊɞəŬɗɐɚɤůɘɠ) 

7:00 p.m. Orthros of the Lamentations (Myrrh bearers 3rd-12th grades please wear white dresses) 

 
Holy Saturday ï April 11 

9:30 a.m. Vesperal Divine Liturgy 
11:00 p.m. The Paschal Vigil with Divine Liturgy (Followed by coffee hour in the Church Hall) 

 
Holy Pascha ï April 12 

11:00 a.m. Agape Vespers - We read the Holy Gospel in many languages, reminding us that the                                         
Gospel was spread throughout the whole world.  
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Important 
Please inform either Fr. Panagiotis or the church office  
immediately when you or any member of your family is 
sick or hospitalized, so that appropriate prayer and  
visitation may be scheduled. Hospitals do not notify clergy 
of patients, even if you list yourself as a Church member. 

Memorials/Trisagia 
 
 
 

March 1 
3 year memorial Stergios ñSteveò Bellos, husband of 
Despina M. Bellos, father of Tom Bellos 
9 year memorial Kostandinos ñDeanò Bellos, son of 
Despina M. Bellos, brother of Tom Bellos 
9 year memorial Stella Palladino, mother of Kathy  
Palladino and James Palladino 
11 year memorial Angelo Palladino, brother of Kathy  
Palladino and James Palladino 
26 year memorial for George Palladino, father of Kathy 
Palladino and James Palladino 
11 year memorial Danny Taylor, husband of Stephanie 
Taylor Schulz, father of Daine,  Mikail,  
Achilles and Ares Taylor  
3 year memorial Michael DôAngelo, son of Joseph  
DôAngelo, brother of Sandra (Gabriel) Brand and Manolis 
"Emanuel" D'Angelo 
5 year memorial Maria DôAngelo, wife of Joseph  
DôAngelo, mother of Sandra (Gabriel) Brand and Manolis 
"Emanuel" D'Angelo 
 
March 15 
40 day memorial Ourania Tzianos, mother of Dimitrios 
Tzianos 
9 year memorial Mihail Tzianos, father of Dimitirios  
Tzianos 
10 year memorial Agni Karagiannis, wife of Harry  
Karagiannis, wife of Harry G. Karagiannis. Dear mother 
of Timothy (Jill), Steve, Michael (Kate), and John  
Karagiannis, sister of Dimitrios Tzianos 
 

6 year memorial Katherine Georgen, mother of Elaine 
(Ron) Been, Dennis (Vickie) Georgen and Andrew 
(Therese) Georgen 
14 year memorial Nicholas Georgen, father of Elaine 
(Ron) Been, Dennis (Vickie) Georgen and Andrew 
(Therese) Georgen 
55 year memorial Eleni Pamvakas, grandmother of Elaine 
(Ron) Been, Dennis (Vickie) Georgen and Andrew (Therese) 
Georgen 
64 year memorial Anastasios Pamvakas, grandfather of 
Elaine (Ron) Been, Dennis (Vickie) Georgen and Andrew 
(Therese) Georgen 
 
March 22 
5 year memorial George Kantis, husband of Maria Kantis, 
father of Kelli Baer, Felicia (Latham) McCaskill, and 
Christine (Mike) Grewe 
 
March 29 
40 day memorial Fr. Peter Milosevich, father-in-law of 
Malina Milosevich 
40 day memorial Steven P. Leon, husband of Beverly 
Leon, father of Maria Leon and Cassi Leon 

Community News 40 day memorial Alexander Nicozisin, husband of Jackie 
Nicozisin, father of Stacy (Terry) Walsh, Christy (Andy) 
Nicozisin, Paul (Shelly) Nicozisin and Greg Nicozisin 
1 year RoseMarie Harpole, mother of Michael (Kim)  
Harpole, Samantha (Nick) Khodai 
2 year memorial George Pelekanos, father of Jeffrey 
(Kathryn) Pelekanos and Matthew (Paige)  
Pelekanos, sister of Alexandra Pelekanou (Roger) Heffner, 
uncle of Bobby (Bayle) Tsiaklides, Christos (Rachel) 
Tsiaklides, and Maria (Ibrahim) Chalhoub. 
4 year memorial Theophania ñFaniò Pelekanos,  mother of 
Alexandra Pelekanou (Roger) Heffner,  
Grandmother of Bobby (Bayle) Tsiaklides, Christos (Rachel) 
Tsiaklides, and Maria (Ibrahim) 
Chalhoub. 
11 year memorial Jordan Sadaka, son of Farid and Anna Sa-
daka 
27 year memorial Peter Krucylak, husband of Catherine 
Krucylak, father of Christina Krucylak and Paul Krucylak 
 

April 26 
4 year memorial Irene ñRenaò Pelican,  wife of Dr. George 
Pelican, mother of Katerina (Christos)  
Papageorgiou,  Eleni (Brian) Gottlieb, and Alexandra 
(Matthew) Lederman  
 

September 20 
22 year memorial for Eleni Konakis, mother of Koula (John) 
Psara, Maria (George) Xenos, sister of Dina Stratos 
55 year memorial for Minas Psara, brother of John (Koula) 
Psara and Dina (Gus) Iakovidis 
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His Eminence Metropolitan Ambrosios of Korea 
Friday, March 13, we chanted the Service of the Akathist Hymn with His Eminence Metropolitan Ambrosios of Korea 
joining us in prayer. Following the service, we gathered in the Philoptochos Hall, where we had a very meaningful and  
engaging discussion with His Eminence about Orthodox mission and the presence of Orthodoxy in the 21st century and 
wonderful refreshments offered by the Philoptochos Ladie.  Deacon Perry Hamalis also offered a presentation on the 
history and development of the Orthodox Church in Korea, helping us better understand the journey and growth of the 
Church in that part of the world At the conclusion of the evening, our parish, together with our Philoptochos, offered  
financial contributions in support of the mission and ministry of the Orthodox Church in Korea.  



6 

 

The Assumption Ladies Philoptochos Society at FOCUS Gateway City 
 On March 8, Philoptochos served a meal of fried chicken, mashed potatoes, coleslaw, biscuit, and apple pie with ice 
cream to FOCUS. The day was beautiful, and the hall was filled with guests. Serving them was a joy and a privilege. To 
quote one of our guests, who quoted Denzel Washington, "At the end of the day, it's not about what you have or even what 
you've accomplished. It's about who you've lifted up, who you've made better. It's about what you've given back". Which 
reminded us all of the Gospel Reading yesterday of the paralytic man (Luke 5:17-26) which teaches us that faith, supported 
by community, overcomes impossible obstacles. Thank you to all the volunteers who worked hard to serve this meal! A big 
thank you to Keve and John Gialouris who led this event!  
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Greek School News 
 
 ȾŬɚɧ ɄɎůɢŬ! What a glorious time of year this is. 
While every month seems to offer something worth  
celebrating, this season brings a special kind of excitement. 
Easter, for Greek familiesðand for many othersðis truly 
unique. Beyond its profound religious meaning, with its 
themes of cleansing, repentance, forgiveness, sacrifice, and 
ultimately the joy of the Resurrection, the cultural aspect of 
the celebration is equally significant. 
 As Easter approaches, people from the cities travel to 
their villages, while those in the villages prepare to welcome 
them home. Families reunite across towns, states, and even 
countries, gathering to celebrate and share the love of God 
and the warmth of one anotherôs company. Traditions are 
joyfully shared not only within families but also with friends 
of many nationalities and cultures, reflecting the welcoming 
spirit of the Greek Easter table. The aromas of traditional 
foods, the baking of festive cookies, and the bright red eggs 
all contribute to a colorful and lively picture. Adults spend 
hours preparing every detail with care, while children  
experience the season with pure delight, convinced that life 
could not possibly be better.  
 Perhaps it is also the time of year itselfðthe days  
growing longer, the earth awakening, and hope being  
renewedðthat deepens the feeling of connection. During 
this season, we are reminded of where we belong and of the 
bonds that unite us. Greek culture is so beautifully  
intertwined with faith and tradition that each celebration 
becomes richer with meaning. At the heart of it all is a 
shared identity grounded in faith, hospitality, and loveð
always gathered around the Big Fat Greek dinner table, 
where God and our love for one another remain at the  
center. ȾŬɚɐ ȷɜɎůŰŬůɖ!  
 
                                           The Greek School Team  

˧Ç¾ê ˣȰµ§wê ̂ʔÇ²ÇÔ«× 

èĬ úƠĬ ŖŭǏŖƵŖŭŊ úšš ŊŖƠšƥ ǀŭĢ ŊƠúĢĬ ƵœƠŷǅŊœ œŖŊœ 
ƥĖœŷŷš Ƶŷ ƌúƠƵŖĖŖƌúƵĬ úƥ yǒƠŷĿŷƠĬƥ ĢǅƠŖŭŊ  
]ŷšǒ YƠŖĢúǒ FǏĬŭŖŭŊ qúŨĬŭƵúƵŖŷŭƥƑ  

 
ÍœĬ yǒƠŷĿŷƠĬƥ ƎyǒƠƠœ 7ĬúƠƥƏ ǐĬƠĬ ǐŷŨĬŭ ǐœŷ 
ƥĬƠǏĬĢ ƵœĬ qŷƠĢ Ŗŭ ]Ŗƥ ŨŖŭŖƥƵƠǒ úŭĢ ǅƌŷŭ ]Ŗƥ AĬúƵœ 

úŭĢ ¿ĬƥǅƠƠĬĖƵŖŷŭƑ  
 

»šĬúƥĬ ŨĬĬƵ Ŗŭ ƵœĬ ƌúƠĬŭƵ ĖœŖšĢ ƠŷŷŨ ŷŭ ]ŷšǒ YƠŖĢúǒ 
ĬǏĬŭŖŭŊ úƵ  ƯĞŀǚ ƌŨƑ  [ŖƠšƥ ƥœŷǅšĢ ĢƠĬƥƥ Ŗŭ úšš ǐœŖƵĬƑ   

 
½ǅĬƥƵŖŷŭƥƖ  »šĬúƥĬ Ėúšš ƵœĬ ĖœǅƠĖœ ŷĿĿŖĖĬƑ  

Festival Preparations  
Start time for all events 9:00 am unless otherwise stated 
Please call the church office if you have any questions 

 
Melomacarona            Koulouria 
Prep - Monday 04/20/2026       Prep - Monday 05/04/2026 

Assembly and baking - Tuesday 04/21/2026        Assembly and baking - Tuesday 05/05/2026 
 
Kourabiethes               Pastry Box  
Prep - Monday 04/27/2026           Prep Monday - 05/18/202 6cupping and cutting  Men can to help 
Assembly and baking - Tuesday 04/28/2026       Assembly  -  Tuesday, 05/19/2026                           
                 
 
Cupping Tzatziki  May - dates to be determined      Cupping Salad Dressing   May - dates to be determined 
 

 
Please call the church office if you have any questions.  



8 

 

Donations for Great Lent and Holy Week 2026 

Flowers for Icon of the Friday  evening  
Salutation (Xairetismi) services 
1st Friday, April 27  Vasilios & Freida Simos 
 

2nd Friday, March   Dimitrios & Bessie Theodorou 
 

3rd Friday, March 13  Vangeli & Tina Papas  
 

4th Friday, March 20  Athanasios & Kaliope Deros 
 

5th Friday, March 27  Stelios and Amalia Karakasis 
 

7 Candles for Holy Wednesday Holy Unction, April 8 - Angie & John Koulouriotis 
 

12 candles for 12 Twelve Holy Gospels of Holy Thursday - Sam & Ourania Kotis and family 
 

3 candles of the Cross (Stavromenos) - Oksana Basyuk 
 

4 Candles for the Epitaphios - Pete and Kathy Makos 
 

Palm Sunday Altar Vigil Candles - Greg & Megan Simos and Chris & Nicole Simos 
 

Easter Sunday Altar Vigil Candles12 - Photini Vlachos 
 

Priest Pascha Candle - In memory of Elaine Scott, Amalia Loli 
 

Antho nero (rose water) for Holy Week - Valasia Aslan 
 

Eggs for Easter Sunday - Pat & Vicki Huck 
 

Toulle for Easter eggs  - Steve & Amalia Karakasis 
 

Red Egg Dye - Anonymous 
 

Mageritsa (Paschal Soup) - Michail Samaras, Lazos & Eleftheria Makridis  In memory of Mari Makridis 
 

Flowers and greenery Sunday of Holy Cross - Scott Thompson & Maria Sakellariou 
 

Palms & Daphne (Palm Sunday) - Sid & Victoria Ambort 
 

Rose petals for the Epitaphios - In memory of Elaine Scott 
 

33 Gardenias for the Epitaphios  - Mike and Stacy Kourinos in memory of  Irene Mandis, Christina James in memory of her 
parents Georgia & Dimitrios James, 
 
Flowers for the Epitaphios  - In memory of Judge Ellis Gregory, Christina James in memory of her parents Georgia &  
Dimitrios James, Gus Harris, Amalia Loli 
 

Annunciation - In memory of Evangelos & Kleanthie Theodorou 
 

Lazarus Saturday - In memory of Gus Nicozisin 
 

Palm Sunday - In memory of Alex Pavlopoulos 
 

Nymphios Icon Palm Sunday evening - Sofia Evangelopoulos in memory of Van Evangelopoulos 
  
Mystical Supper Holy Thursday - In memory of Alex Pavlopoulos 
 

Wreath of the Crucified Lord  - Brother Charlie Anthony 
 

Holy Saturday Morning  - Eleftheria Afentoullis 
 

Medium Icon of the Resurrection -  Vasilios & Freida Simos 
 

Large Icon of the Resurrection - Eleftheria Fitzgerald 
 
 
 

Thank you! 
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Pysanke Egg Decorating 
On March 14, the very busy Philoptochos Ladies hosted a 
Pysanke Egg Decorating workshop lead by the very  
talented Cathy Krucylak and her amazing children led 
Pysanke is the Ukrainian traditionally way to decorate 
Easter eggs. We are so grateful to Cathy for sharing this 
beautiful tradition with our members!  


