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Important Events in June 
 

June 4 

Holy Pentecost 

 

June 5 

Monday of the Holy Spirit 

 

June 11 

Sunday of All Saints & Apostles Bar-

tholomew & Barnabas 

 

June 12 

Apostles Fast Begins 

 

June 24 

Nativity of St. John the Baptist 

 

June 29 

Apostles Peter & Paul 

 

June 30 

Synaxis of the Apostles 

 
 

The Feast of Pentecost 
by Fr. Alexander Schmemann 

 In the Church's annual liturgical cycle, Pentecost is "the last and great 

day." It is the celebration by the Church of the coming of the Holy Spirit as 

the end - the achievement and fulfillment - of the entire history of salvation. 

For the same reason, however, it is also the celebration of the beginning: it is 

the "birthday" of the Church as the presence among us of the Holy Spirit, of 

the new life in Christ, of grace, knowledge, adoption to God and holiness. 

 This double meaning and double joy is revealed to us, first of all, in the 

very name of the feast. Pentecost in Greek means fifty, and in the sacred  

biblical symbolism of numbers, the number fifty symbolizes both the fullness 

of time and that which is beyond time: the Kingdom of God itself. It  

symbolizes the fullness of time by its first component: 49, which is the  

fullness of seven (7 x 7): the number of time. And, it symbolizes that which is 

beyond time by its second component: 49 + 1, this one being the new day, the 

"day without evening" of God's eternal Kingdom. With the descent of the 

Holy Spirit upon Christ's disciples, the time of salvation, the Divine work of 

redemption has been completed, the fulness revealed, all gifts bestowed: it 

belongs to us now to "appropriate" these gifts, to be that which we have  

become in Christ: participants and citizens of His Kingdom. 

 The all-night Vigil service begins with a solemn invitation:" Let us  

celebrate Pentecost, the coming of the Holy Spirit, The appointed day of 

promise, and the fulfillment of hope, The mystery which is as great as it is 

precious." 

 In the coming of the Spirit, the very essence of the Church is revealed: 

"The Holy Spirit provides all, Overflows with prophecy, fulfills the priesthood, 

Has taught wisdom to illiterates, has revealed fishermen as theologians, He 

brings together the whole council of the Church." 

 In the three readings of the Old Testament (Numbers 11:16-17, 24-29; 

Joel 2:23-32; Ezekiel 36:24-28) we hear the prophecies concerning the Holy 

Spirit. We are taught that the entire history of mankind was directed towards 

the day on which God "would pour out His Spirit upon all flesh." This day 

has come! All hope, all promises, all expectations have been fulfilled. At the 

end of the Aposticha hymns, for the first time since Easter, we sing the hymn: 

"O Heavenly King, the Comforter, the Spirit of Truthé," the one with which 

we inaugurate all our services, all prayers, which is, as it were, the life-breath 

of the Church, and whose coming to us, whose "descent" upon us in this  

festal Vigil, is indeed the very experience of the Holy Spirit "coming and 

abiding in us." 

 Having reached its climax, the Vigil continues as an explosion of joy 

and light for "verily the light of the Comforter has come and illumined the 

world." In the Gospel reading (John 20:19-23) the feast is interpreted to us as 

the feast of the Church, of her divine nature, power and authority. The Lord  
[Continued on Page 2] 
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sends His disciples into the world, as He Himself was sent by His Father. Later, 

in the antiphons of the Liturgy, we proclaim the universality of the apostles' 

preaching, the cosmical significance of the feast, the sanctification of the whole 

world, the true manifestation of God's Kingdom. 

 The liturgical peculiarity of Pentecost is a very special Vespers of the day 

itself. Usually this service follows immediately the Divine Liturgy, is "added" to 

it as its own fulfillment. The service begins as a solemn "summing up" of the 

entire celebration, as its liturgical synthesis. We hold flowers in our hands  

symbolizing the joy of the eternal spring, inaugurated by the coming of the Holy 

Spirit. After the festal Entrance, this joy reaches its climax in the singing of the 

Great Prokeimenon: 

"Who is so great a God as our God?" 

 Then, having reached this climax, we are invited to kneel. This is our first 

kneeling since Easter. It signifies that after these fifty days of Paschal joy and 

fulness, of experiencing the Kingdom of God, the Church now is about to begin 

her pilgrimage through time and history. It is evening again, and the night  

approaches, during which temptations and failures await us, when, more than 

anything else, we need Divine help, that presence and power of the Holy Spirit, 

who has already revealed to us the joyful End, who now will help us in our  

effort towards fulfillment and salvation. 

 All this is revealed in the three prayers which the celebrant reads now as we 

all kneel and listen to him. In the first prayer, we bring to God our repentance, 

our increased appeal for forgiveness of sins, the first condition for entering into 

the Kingdom of God. 

 In the second prayer, we ask the Holy Spirit to help us, to teach us to pray 

and to follow the true path in the dark and difficult night of our earthly  

existence. Finally, in the third prayer, we remember all those who have achieved 

their earthly journey, but who are united with us in the eternal God of Love. 

The joy of Easter has been completed and we again have to wait for the dawn of 

the Eternal Day. Yet, knowing our weakness, humbling ourselves by kneeling, 

we also know the joy and the power of the Holy Spirit who has come. We know 

that God is with us, that in Him is our victory. 

 Thus is completed the feast of Pentecost and we enter "the ordinary time" 

of the year. Yet, every Sunday now will be called "after Pentecost" - and this 

means that it is from the power and light of these fifty days that we shall receive 

our own power, the Divine help in our daily struggle. At Pentecost we decorate 

our churches with flowers and green branches - for the Church "never grows 

old, but is always young." It is an evergreen, ever living Tree of grace and life, 

of joy and comfort. For the Holy Spirit - "the Treasury of Blessings and Giver of 

Life - comes and abides in us, and cleanses us from all impurity," and fills our 

life with meaning, love, faith and hope. 



3 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

Fr. Anastasios and Presvytera Elizabeth Theodoropoulos  

Invite you to share their joy and witness  

As their daughter Ekaterini receives  

The Mystery of Holy Baptism  

 

On July 8th at two - thirty pm at  

The Assumption Greek Orthodox Church  

1755 Des Peres Rd.  

Town & County, MO 63131  

 

Reception to follow in the Church Hall  

Please RSVP a Yes to ektheo23@gmail.com  
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Orthodox  

Christian 

Prison  

Ministry 
 

 

 

 By the generous donations of money, supplies, and  

labor from the members of the Assumption Church and its 

Philoptochos Society, the Assumption Church Prison  

Ministry is able to provide the following relief and help for 

many: 

 

Support the spiritual counseling of those in prison 

through OCPM (Orthodox Christian Prison Ministry) 

and Fr. David Ogan. 
 

Support ex-offenders and their families by providing: 
 

Assistance with food expenses for children (and their 

adult guardians) traveling to prison to see their  

incarcerated parents. 
 

Restocking a food pantry for ex-offenders and their 

families. 
 

Used clothing and shoes for ex-offenders. 
 

Used books for the children of ex-offenders. 
 

Used furniture for the families of ex-offenders. 
 

School supplies for the children of ex-offenders. 
 

Hygiene kits for women (ex-offenders). 
 

Toiletry supplies. 
 

Assistance with the cost of rent for four months of an 

ex-offender just out of prison, who would have been 

homeless otherwise. 
 

Infant and toddler supplies for the very young  

children of ex-offenders. 
 

Christmas gifts for the children of ex-offenders. 

 

 On behalf of the Assumption Greek Orthodox Prison 

Ministry committee, we thank you for your generosity 

which enables us to fulfil our mission ñTo bring the love of 

Christ to those who are in prison by providing  

encouragement, material support, transition and  

reintegration services, Christian education, spiritual guid-

ance and the sacramental life of the Church.ò  

 

  

 The Air Conditioning in the classrooms has failed and 

needs to be replaced. Because of the interrelationship of the 

entire system including the old boiler, it is a complex area 

and needs to be carefully reviewed. We have been  

evaluating both long and short term alternatives. Including 

the need to take out a short tem loan to cover the cost.  

 

 As St. Austin's leaves we will be asking you to  

consider what You would like to see more of. What can the 

church do for you?  As part of that we will be moving some  

equipment out of the hall to make a more appropriate play 

area for preteens. 

 

 Speaking of children: After a few incidents I think we 

need to be reminded of what Jesus said: "Suffer little  

children to come unto me, and forbid them not: for of such 

is the kingdom of God". Please recognize that not only are  

children part of the church, they are the future. If you  

believe a child is misbehaving somehow, unless it's an  

immediate safety concern, approach the parents, not the 

child. As adults we have a lot of stress to deal with, and a 

variety of aches and pains. These things often make us 

quicker to anger, and speak more harshly than we should. 

We all need to be more considerate, both as parishioners 

and parents. 

 

 What happened to the trees next to the church 

entrance? As a follow up to the consecration planning we 

intended to renovate the space between the church and the 

offices and install a courtyard area. As a bona fide ñtree 

huggerò it pains me to admit the trees had outgrown their 

original space, and were clogging gutters (causing roof 

leaks), blocking one of our beautiful stained glass  

windows, and were generally too close to the buildings 

causing several maintenance issues. In the short term we 

will grade and sod the area with some minimal  

landscaping. Longer term we will create a patio and seating 

area. In the meantime our thanks to the Gentlemen of the 

Kafenio, who handled the tree removal (free!)  
 

We are also evaluating options to repair and/or replace 

damaged flooring in various areas, including the  

Philoptochos room and the back hall to the kitchen. 
 

Scott Thompson 

Parish Council President 
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Please join us on Sunday, June 18 
To honor 

The Man of the Year 
& 

Father of the Year 
 

With a Fatherõs Day Reception 
Immediately following in the Church Hall  

His Eminence Metropolitan Savas  

of Pittsburgh 
 His Eminence Metropolitan Savas was in St. Louis for 

a personal matter over the weekend of April 28-30 and we 

were honored that he came to the Assumption to attend 

Liturgy on Sunday morning April 30.  As is the tradition, 

upon his arrival he was greeted by Lydia Kirkou and  

welcomed to the Assumption and presented with a bouquet 

of flowers.   

The Ladies of Alexander the Great 
 

The Ladies of Alexander the Great celebrated Mothers 

Day with a luncheon at Pietro's and honored their Mother 

of the Year - Christine Lemakis.   

 

 

 

Christine Lemakis, her 

daughter Dorothea Karakas, 

and granddaughter Maria 

Karakas. 
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2017 Mother of The Year - Yvonne Alexopoulos 

 This woman exemplifies the dedication of being a  

phenomenal mother and wife while maintaining a professional 

career as well. Balancing motherhood and a professional career 

has been challenging for her, but this mother has excelled in both. 

Her unparalleled devotion to her kids and husband could be an  

inspiration to all mothers and wives. She loves to read and has a 

hidden sense of humor and can be very funny if you know her 

well. She loves music and, for those who have heard her sing, has 

an amazing voice. She also knows all the words to 70s songs. She 

is an extremely caring individual who doesnôt ask for anything 

and hates to let people down. She has been greatly involved in 

this community and has always stressed the importance of her 

Greek Orthodox faith and the Greek culture to her children. She 

is a life-long dedicated member of the Assumption church and 

has been actively involved in many aspects including choir, 

Philoptochos, Sunday school, youth groups, and more.  She was 

born and raised in St. Louis and was baptized and married at the 

Assumption. She attended grade, middle and high school in the 

Clayton school district and then attended St. Louis University 

where she graduated with a Bachelorôs degree in Business and 

Marketing. Immediately after graduation she accepted a  

marketing position with a medical publishing company here in St. 

Louis. She has dedicated 28 years of continuous work for this  

company, now called Elsevier. Although her parents are of Greek 

descent, and she loved her summer vacations in Greece,  

especially to the Island of Rhodes, she always called Canada her 

second home, more specifically the city of Ottawa. It was here 

where she met her husband. You will see this mother here almost 

every Sunday, and she currently acts as co-director of the GOYA 

youth group. She is the mother of 2 wonderful kids, Steven and 

Maria, aged 18 and 15, respectively, who love and respect her 

more than anything. She also has a younger sister and brother, 

Maria and Michael, both of whom still reside in St. Louis. She 

puts her immediate and extended family first and is a great 

daughter who respects her parents, Stavros and Eleftheria  

Afentoullis, greatly and always looks out for them.  

Congratulations to the 2017 Mother and Woman of the Year 

2017 Woman of the Year - Kaliope Deros 
 She was born in Klimataki, Greece to Athanasios and  

Izmini Papavramides.  In April of 1968, her family left their 

home to pursue a new life in America.  Her aunt and uncle,  

Steve and Eleni Papavramides had already moved to St Louis so  

naturally the remaining family followed them here.  However, 

Kaliope was left, at the age of 16, to finish up the final logistics 

of the familyôs farm and gather the remaining funds.  She would 

eventually join her parents, older sister Eleni, younger sister 

Georgia and youngest brother Nick, 4 month later, in America.  

Meanwhile, she would be writing letters to her fianc®,  

Athanasios who was serving in the Greek military police.  She 

returned in 1972, with only her father & younger brother to be 

married to Athanasios.  The 4 of them returned to St. Louis to 

begin their life together in South St. Louis and become active 

stewards of The Assumption. In 1973, they welcomed their son 

Dino and in 1979 their daughter Stella.  Kaliope began working 

at The Greek Gourmet.  She would continue to work there until 

1995.  Although Athanasios and Kaliope worked long hard 

hours, they always had their kids involved in Church activities 

and made it a point to have them attend altar, Sunday School, 

Greek school, Greek dance and work at the festivals.  Her faith 

and culture are very important to her and she made sure  

traditions were carried over to her children. In 2006 and 2007 

she became ñYiayia Popieò to Eletheria and Stavros.  She is  

always offering her time to take the kids so that Michael & Stel-

la can have date nights.  She told her daughter that her mom had 

returned to Greece when she was having kids and knew how 

hard it was when you have no help.  She promised Stella that she 

would be that mother & yiayia that would give all that she has 

and be there for whatever is needed.  She has done more than 

anyone could ask for and asks nothing in return but that every-

one is happy.  Dino loves taking her to try new restaurants and is 

always thankful for all she has done for him.  She is known for 

excellent culinary skills, especially  her amazing Greek desserts 

like Ek Mec.  Pretty much making sure everyone is fed all the 

time!  Together with her husband they spend their retired years 

constantly supporting their grandkids  and traveling to Greece 

almost every year.  Kaliope can be seen at The Assumption 

cooking and baking. She is an active member of Philoptochos as 

well as Vice President of the Women of Alexander The Great.    

She is always happy to help & always with a smile on her face.   


